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> John Mark Terry, ed., Missiology: An Introduction to the Foundations, History, and
Strategies of World Missions, 2d ed. (Nashville, Tennessee: B&H Academic, 2015), 170-71; Ralph
D. Winter, Steven C. Hawthorne, eds., Perspectives on the World Christian Movement: Reader, 3d
ed. (Pasadena, Calif.: William Carey Library, 1999), 274-76.
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1 Ken Silva, "Fuller Theological Seminary Birthed Church Growth Movement," Apprising
Ministries (AM Missives), 10 July, 2010, <http://apprising.org/2010/07/10/fuller-theological-
seminary-birthed-church-growth-movement/> (accessed 8 May 2019) ; JETHE © (FREZE) - H
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ABSTRACT

Countering the ideological trends of Christian-Catholic alliance, ecumenism,
rise of eastern religions and nationalism, evangelical-liberal debate about mission, and
universalism, Rev. Philip Teng(1922-2013), a prominent Chinese theologian and pioneer
missionary gradually develop a theology of world missions and evangelism for the
Chinese church since mid 1960s. He took reference of the history of world evangelism
such as the movements of pietism, university student evangelism, worldwide missions
of the great century in the 17th-19th centuries and the significant Christian movements
since 19th century including ecumenical movement, church growth movement, world
mission movement, the evangelical awakening of Asian church, exponential growth
of Korean church and the movements of spiritual revivals, oversea missions, Chinese
churches in one accord for world missions, church planting and evangelism, bible study
and convention, theological education of the Chinese church and the evangelical views
of Wheaton Declaration (1966). His theology mainly aims to tackle the narrow vision
and insufficient work of world mission of the Chinese church in that time. It focuses on
the important biblical visions, Great Commission, power of the spirit, development of
Apostolic Church, church growth and expansion through evangelism, and establishment
of Kingdom of God. To fulfill the Great Commission, he advocates a God/Salvation-
centred evangelism moving circularly from local to the world through unifying and
mobilizing the Chinese church. Churches are to adopt a cross-ethnic/culture approach
assisted by strengthening discipleship/missionary/apologetics training, mission
conference and Christian literature, and using the ways of proclamation, witnessing,
contextualization, up-to-date organization and methods, social services, church planting
and expansion, and cross-race/domination/church collaboration, etc. His theology marks
an important milestone in the development of the Chinese theology of world missions
and has been giving invaluable contribution to the promotion of the world missions of
the Chinese church.





