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ABSTRACT

Rev. Dr. Philip Teng can be regarded as the most prominent and important leader
of the Chinese Churches in the twentieth century. His lifelong thoughts, words and
deeds can help the Chinese Christians to explore the internal and external challenges and
opportunities of the present age and positively formulate a more comprehensive course,
portraying and even shaping a blueprint of the future of the Chinese Churches. As we
look at the life and ministry of Rev. Teng, we will be able to grasp the difference facets of
the Chinese Churches in the twentieth century, or even its best part or dimension.

This article is divided into two parts. The first part discusses how Rev. Teng
inherited the spiritual and ministry tradition of his times and how that shaped his
identity and mission. The spiritual tradition of the Chinese Churches he inherited is first
presented followed by how he carried on the faith and ministry of the Chinese Churches
in the nineteen century. Thirdly, his relationship with the twentieth century evangelical
movement is discussed after which the notions of how he followed the past and heralded
the future is presented.

In the second part of the article, the unique contribution of Rev. Teng’s seventy
years of ministry in words and deeds is explored and examined, how he shaped the
Chinese Churches in Hong Kong and even of the world in the twentieth century. His
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involvement in pastoral ministry, development of the local church, theological education,
literature ministry, youth work and the worldwide ecumenical movement are expounded.
All in all, Rev. Teng was a leader full of spiritual wisdom, knowledge and discernment as
well as a practitioner involving in a wide variety of ministries guiding the expansion of
the churches worldwide.





